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Future of Gwinnett CERT

TO: CERT Graduates
FROM: Alan Doss, HS/EMA Director
DATE: August 15, 2006

SUBJECT: Support of CERT

Over the last couple of months or so, I've been told that a statement being attributed
to me is that I don't have any interest in CERT and it is not a priority for me. Another
is that "CERT is dying" - which couldn't possibly be the case, considering everything
that you folks have been doing to organize. None of these statements is true and I
believe members of the leadership team could attest to that, since I candidly
addressed the statements with them during one of their meetings. I continue to spend
time working on CERT issues with the leadership group and others and will continue to
fully support CERT in any way I can. The need for community resources and
involvement in disasters is huge, and CERT is one organization that has made itself
known as a group willing to help the community in a variety of ways.

Tom constantly stays on me about getting money for CERT projects and additional
CERT training, and to help reimburse some of you who have contributed a great deal
financially. A revenue source I thought we could get to instead suddenly disappeared,
but I will continue trying to come up with governmental revenue sources and grants
for CERT and an abundance of other needs. Money is always the hardest thing to deal
with, and it may be time to start looking for corporate sponsors.

All that said, know that I very much appreciate the time and effort that all of you have
put into CERT and that many of you continue to put into it. CERT is a very valuable
resource for this county, and I am impressed with your dedication. I will continue to
support your efforts and to look for ways to enhance the CERT organization. I'm pretty
easy to get in touch with if there are questions or if I need to clear up rumors from
time to time. I'll return calls made to the office number, 770-513-5240, and have the
cell phone, 404-304-7515, with me up until the later evening hours. I am readily
accessible and don't mind receiving calls or emails.

Thanks for all you do.
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The Directors Corner

Tom Mulheron, Program Director
Dear CERT Graduates

Welcome to our first newsletter. August was a busy month for the leadership team and we
are continuing to make progress in all areas. We have met with two homeowner Associations,
three church groups and 1 business that have expressed interest in CERT. Our 9" class is
scheduled to start in October and it is full. Our ICS class scheduled for September is full, and our
CPR/FA/AED class scheduled for November is also full. The Citizens Corps Council has started as a
direct result of Gwinnett CERT. Opportunities are presenting themselves there are plenty of areas
that we all, in one capacity or another can be involved in.

Two areas that are working in parallel are the need for money to schedule CERT classes for
2006 and the scheduling of training classes for our graduates. We are working diligently on both
fronts however with no money from grants being available to us and we are waiting for our 501c3
to be approved, our time is being focused toward the training of our graduates. For example, to be
scheduled very shortly is a class from Jackson EMC on power lines and the American Red Cross
who has offered us a Shelter Management class. We are looking forward to these training
opportunities as I hope you are as well.

I will share that some progress is being made in the area of recruiting for our battalion
positions but definitely could be better. The battalions are going to be an important part of our
organizations in several ways. One being the structure is crucial to deploy local groups quicker to a
potential emergency which I believe we all understand. The second is that as we grow it will be a
crucial structure of keeping in touch with each other and CERT activities going forward. As we all
may have experienced, people will disperse if visibility to activities are not kept up. It is very
important to all that we stay in touch with each other, keep our communication active in smaller
areas to keep the fire burning. What we do not want to do is leave someone behind because they
thought we were getting so big that one cannot get involved. The battalion structure will allow just
that, a smaller, manageable communication tree so all can stay in touch and involved. The future
will allow us to have battalion level training so to be more convenient to those in a specific area.
Again we want to make it so it will be a little more convenient for those to get involved and stay
involved. Please reach out to your Battalion Coordinator and let them know how you wish to be
involved. A very immediate need is for Response Coordinators. It will be these people that will be
the coordinators of people and one can do this from there home. So if there is a person that has
limitations and will not allow them to deploy to a scene, this position allows you to get involved and
be a key role player in our coordination efforts

See the Web
Korner on Page 10
for a detailed
explanation of the
Member's Page

One last area I would like to discuss is the area of our Member Forum on
our website. We as a leadership group thought it would be a more popular
forum to communicate than it is. For instance we had 72 CERT graduates at
our inaugural meeting and we only have 35 people registered on our forum.
I urge and encourage you to register and use this forum to communicate your
thoughts, ideas, and discussions for our CERT program. With out you all, we simply do not exist.
And we need all of you!

I do thank the leadership team and all that have stepped up and have volunteered for
positions or roles in our organization. It is truly a pleasure for me personally to witness the waves
of excitement for this program.

Thank you
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Upgrading Your Issued Equipment
- Pacific R5 Rescue Helmet

Mike Mester, Assistant Program Director

All CERT members are encouraged to add supplies, enhance and upgrade their basic
pack/equipment issued.

One item a number of members desired to upgrade was the issued ‘plastic’ hart hat.

After researching numerous manufactures along with information gained from “field tested”
articles, the Pacific R5 helmet was selected to fill the need.

Many USAR/WSAR teams and FEMA utilize this manufacturer for their helmet needs/requirements.

R5 Features:
= Lightweight Kevlar / composite shell (weighs less than fiberglass / composite
alternatives)
Not affected by UV exposure
Temperature resistance up to 600F
Polyester ribbon cradle suspension system
3-point polyester chin strap w/quick release buckle
Ratchet headband
ANSI Z89.1 compliant
6 year warranty

Recently, LA CERT adopted the Pacific R5 (or similar variants) helmet in response to members’
desire for an alternative to the standard issued plastic hard hat.

The R5 helmet is an investment in one’s safety and runs around $75.
If you are interested in upgrading your issued hart hat to this helmet, the web site which we have
purchased from is: http://www.urbanhart.com/shopsite/protectivegear ffbrush.html

NOTE: We want maintain a consistent look. The helmet color selected is Daisy (yellow) .... We are
currently seeking a vendor which can supply green reflective lettering.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me @ mccmester@cs.com
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NEWS!!

Dave
Adanich
takes
Training
Coordinator
Position!!!

Dave Adanich, Training Coordinator

Lots of good stuff happening in the training area! New CERT Training Class
begins on 10-10-2006 at Police Headquarters. We need to show our presence
and support for the next group to be added to our rosters. Classes will be
every Tuesday thru 11-28 with the Disaster Simulation on 12-09. Let me
know when you can assist with a class by email to dadanich@gwinnettcert.org

We also want to continue training ourselves and increase our skills as
graduates. We will begin with an ICS Refresher on 9-19-2006 at Police
Headquarters. This will be a review of ICS skills and desk top drills to
increase your expertise.

On 11-11-2006 we will be able to complete a CPR Training Course with the
best instructors!

Please check the CERT website for further information on these classes and additional upcoming

training.

We will be scheduling American Red Cross Shelter Management and emergency training with
Jackson EMC later in the year or early next year. Keep looking at the website!!!

Please email me with your suggestions for future training possibilities.
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From the Battalions ...

Battalion 1 — Mike Burgess, Battalion Coordinator
Welcome to all who are in Battalion 1 area. I look forward to working with each of you.

I am the Battalion 1 Coordinator for CERT. I have lived in Gwinnett for 20 years. In the fall
of 2001 I went through the Citizen's Police Academy. (Something I would recommend for all - go to
http://www.gwinnettcpa.com/). I served as the President of the Citizen's Police Academy Alumni
Association (CPAAA) in 2003 - 04. I am currently still involved with the CPAAA and am the
coordinator for the CPAAA Search Team (which was also involved with the Jennifer Wilbanks
search).

I attended the Citizen's Fire Academy in the fall of 2005 and CERT in the Winter of 2006.
Through my involvement with CPA, CFA and CERT, I have had the chance to meet a lot of public
servants - Police, Fire, EMT, District Attorneys, Judges, etc. that protect and serve us. We have a
great county with a lot of resources. But, in the case of a large disaster, our resources could not
meet all the demands it would have. That is why CERT was created and why we need all of you to
be active in CERT - at some level. We need Zone Captains, team leaders, response coordinators
and neighborhood leaders. Hopefully we will never experience a large scale disaster, but if we do,
we need to be prepared and organized. Let me know what level of interest you have in the CERT
organization. Feel free to contact me with any questions at mburg@prodigy.net

Battalion 3 — Bill Black, Battalion Coordinator NEWS!!!

I help a lot in Public Safety in Gwinnett Co. I am a member of Gwinnett Bill Black
Co. CPA Search Team and Alumni. I am also the 2nd Vice President Alumni for take§
the CFA. Other groups include Gwinnett Co. Skywarn, MetroTraffic Unit 604. Batta,llon
Last, but certainly not least, is the Metro Fire Association. Which is the metro ng;gilgs;[ﬁr

area Fire Buff Group and part of that group is the Rehab Truck, FSU -880 (Field
Service Unit) that is stationed at Atlanta Station 3. This Group provides Rehab
for firefighters on all Major incidents.

I need some help; I need some Zone Captains and some Resource Coordinators for
Battalion 3 Area. I will be calling you for some help. So, please give it some thought.
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The Corner Market

Frank O'Brien, Marketing Coordinator

It’s time to “Corner The Market” when it comes to Gwinnett County CERT.
Let those creative juices flow with ideas and suggestions of how we can improve

our exposure.

Some ideas we are working on:

The CERTmobile:
e A CERT vehicle used for promotional advertising at fairs and other public events.
e This vehicle will be wrapped with CERT promotional material.

e We are also looking for corporate sponsorship of this vehicle. Their logo and corporate
information will also be included in the wrap.

Billboards:
We need billboards to display our message to the county.
Cheap Is Good.
BUT --- Free Is Better.........
Press Releases:

e If you have a talent for writing Press Releases, we need you. When appropriate, Press
Releases will be submitted to local papers and community bulletin boards. These releases
will notify the public of the activities of CERT.

e Also subdivision newsletters and church bulletins are a good resource to get the word out.
Public Service Announcements:

e Radio

e Television

e Theaters

e Etc.....
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CERT stuff:

Café Press is your on-line Gwinnett CERT store. All Gwinnett CERT
merchandise sold through this site will directly benefit Gwinnett CERT.

Visit www.cafepress.com/gwinnettcert and show off your Gwinnett
CERT pride....

Festivals and Fairs:

e More than 25 festivals and fairs are held around the county
during the course of the year.

e We need volunteers to man the CERT tent at these events.
Meet and greet the citizens of the county while explaining the function of CERT.

Community Outreach:

e We are trying to reach out to the Korean/Asian communities as well as the Hispanic/Latino
communities for their involvement in the CERT program.

Assisted Living and Day Care Centers:

e Making sure that the ones responsible for our elderly as well as our children are prepared
in case of an emergency.

Anyone who can help in with any of these areas is encouraged to step in and get involved.
Please call 770-513-5830 or 404-409-7555.

Our biggest challenge is "How do we get the word out to the public?”

That answer comes from YOU ... the involved volunteer of the Gwinnett County CERT program.

Together we can make it happen.....Remember.....

“"Neighbors Helping Neighbors”
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Name: Class number:
Address:
City: State: Zip:

Cost for single color logo shirt $15.00
Cost for tri-color logo shirt $20.00

Quantity | Size - (S, M, L, XL, XXL) | Color - (Forrest Green, Ash Grey, Safety Green) | Sub Total | Total

Total

Paid by: Check Cash

Signature:
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In Closing

Dorothy Jubon, Secretary

Some dates to remember ---

September 9 - Saturday
Come and cheer for the CERTifiables — our team in the 9-11 Olympix. The event is at River Green Park in Duluth

Schedule of Events - 9:55 - Pants on Fire Field 2
10:20 - Dizzy Bat Field 1
Opening Ceremony - 9:00AM - 9:30AM 10:45 - Tug-O-War (1) Field 1
11:10 - Lunch Half Time
Report to Stage (teams seated in front) 11:35 - Hula Discs Field 1
DJ - Scott Parrish (SPIN’N HITS) 12:00 - T-Thaw Field 2
MC (Welcome) - Duluth Mayor Shirley Lasseter 12:30 - Sponge Relay Field 2
Invocation - Herman Pennamon Jr. 1:00 - Tug-O-War (2) Field 1
9/11 Tribute - State Representative, Brooks Coleman 1:25 - Tally Team points
Posting of the Colors — Duluth ROTC
Pledge — Lauren Smith and Catie Schriener Closing Ceremony - 1:30PM - 2:00PM
National Anthem - Pamela Callon and Theresa Merriss
21 Gun Salute - Duluth Honor Guard 1:30 - God Bless the USA - Bill Gentry
Foster Children’s Foundation — Suzanne Geske 1:35 - Sponsors recognized
Introduction of Teams - Let the games begin! 1:40 - Message from J.K.Murphy, Gwinnett Daily Post
1:45 - Winners announced and called to stage
Olympix Games 1:50 - Awards Presentation

1:55 - Teams presented appreciation gifts
9:30 - Donut Relay Field 1

Should be a blast - hope to see you there.

September 19 - ICS class at Police Headquarters, 7-9 pm - if you're interested, sign up on the website.

Next CERT Class starts October Class Tuesday Oct 10, 2006 - Nov 28, 2006 plus Saturday Dec 9, 2006 — all grads are
welcome for support or refresher.

Hope you enjoyed our first newsletter. If you have suggestions, or better yet, an article to contribute to the next
issue, just email me at djubon@gwinnettcert.org .

Thanks

Dorothy



